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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hanson 
(5,405,188). 

Hanson teaches of a mechanical chair comprising a U-shaped member 20 having a 
central section and a pair of ends. Each end has a pivot point 40 there through, wherein 
the U-shaped member 20 is adapted to only pivot about the pivot points 40. Also, a guide 
plate or link 38 is coupled to the central section and has a mounting section at the lower 
end 56 to be mounted to a chair. The guide plate also has a pair of guide slots, one a the 
upper end 52 of guide plate through a hole for pivoting pin 54 and the other at the lower 
end 56 for pivoting pin 37. Also, the link 38 has a pair of walls, one on each side of the 
link. The guide slots extend through both sides of the plate and walls. Hanson discloses, 
". . .through links 38 rotates the chair back 20 to a raised position" (col.4, lines 45-46). 
Note, the links 38 guide the chair back to a raised position. Furthermore, the guide slots 
extend in a direction perpendicular to the U-shaped member. Specifically, the slots 
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extend perpendicular to the ends of the U-shaped member. Also, the guide plate or link 
38 is fixed coupled to the U-shaped member through the pin 54 at the upper end 52. 
Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ball et al. 

(6,523,898) 

Ball discloses a chair construction comprising a U-shaped member 1 1 1 having a central 
section and a pair of ends. Each end has a pivot point 85 A extending there through, 
wherein the U-shaped member is adapted to pivot only about the pivot point. Ball further 
teaches of a guide plate 1 13 coupled to the central section. The guide plate has a 
mounting section that is adapted to be mounted to a chair and having a pair of guide slots 
for fitting a pair of rods 1 14. The pair of guide slots in the guide plate 113 extends in a 
direction perpendicular to the U-shaped member (Figures 41-44). Also, the guide plate 
1 13 has a pair of walls, one on each side thereof. The guide slots extend through both 
sides of the plate and walls. Specifically, the pair of guide slots extends perpendicular to 
the central section of the U-shaped member, in an upward direction. The guide plate is 
also fixedly coupled to the U-shaped member 111. Also, Ball teaches of a back support 
bar 60 having a first and second end (Figures 1-8). The support bar is adapted to be 
coupled on the first end to a chair. The support bar is adapted to be coupled on the 
second end to the guide slot via the pivot 103 and guide plate 113. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Engel (De 

3,834,614) in view of Unwalla (5,810,440). 

Engel discloses a "piece of functional seating furniture" comprising a U-shaped member 
5 having a central section and a pair of ends. Each end has a pivot point 6 extending 
there through, wherein the U-shaped member is adapted to pivot only about the pivot 
point. However, Engel fails to expressly disclose a guide plate coupled to the U-shaped 
member. Yet, Unwalla teaches of an "integrated seat and back and mechanisms for 
chairs" including a member 46 adapted to pivot at a pair of ends and a similar spring 
extension member 57 as Engel (spring 1 1). Moreover, Unwalla teaches of guide plates 
55 coupled to the back of the seat back and also to the member 46. The guide plates 
include a wall on each side and a pair of slots extend therethrough, which are 
perpendicular to the member 46. Further, the guide plate 55 is fixedly coupled to the 
member 46 by segments 53. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the functional seat furniture of Engel 
with guide plates 55 on the seat back and coupled to the U-shaped member, as taught by 
Unwalla, for providing "a very large range of movement allowing the user a continuous 
angular variation from forward inclination to full reclined inclination" (Abstract). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-5 have been considered but are moot in 

view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Specifically, each guide plate includes a pair of walls, one on each side of the plate, 
wherein the guide slots extend through both sides of the guide plates. Moreover, the U- 
shaped member only pivots about the pivot point disclosed in each reference. 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen D'Adamo whose telephone number is 571-272-6857. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 6:00-2:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Pete Cuomo can be reached on 571-272-6856. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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